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____________________________ _.._xecutlve Summary 

perspective. In addition, Dr. Lincoln Moses, an Emeritus Professor at Stanford University, 
provided statistical advice, while Dr. David A. Goslin. President of AIR. served as coordinator 
of the research effort. 

Panel members were asked to review all laboratory experiments and meta-analytic 
reviews conducted as part of the research program; this consisted of approximately 80 
separate publications, many of which are summary reports of multiple experiments. In the 
course of this review, special attention was given to those studies ihat (a) provided the 
strongest evidence for the remote viewing phenomenon, and ( b) represented new experiments 
controlling for methodological artifacts identified in earlier reviews. Separate written reviews 
were prepared by Dr. Utts and Dr. Hyman. They exchanged reviews with other panel 
members who then tried to reach a consensus. 

In the typical remote viewing experiment in the laboratory, a remote viewer is asked 
to visualize a place, location, or object being viewed by a "beacon" or sender. A judge then 
examines the viewer's report and determines if this report matches the target or, alternatively, 
a set of decoys. In most recent laboratory experiments reviewed for the present evaluation, 
National Geographic photographs provided the targ�t pool. If the viewer's reports match the 
target, as opposed to the decoys, a hit is said to have occurred. Alternatively, accuracy of a 
set of remote viewing reports is assessed by rank-ordering the similarity of each remote 
viewing report to each photograph in the target set (usually five photographs). A better-than­
chance score is presumed to represent the occurrence of the paranormal phenomenon of 
remote viewing, since the remote viewers had not seen the photographs they had described (or 
did not know which photographs had been randomly selected for a particular remote viewing 
trial). 

In evaluating the various laboratory studies conducted to date, the reviewers reached the 
following conclusions: 

• A statistically significant laboratory effort has been demonstrated in the sense v"

that hits occur more often than chance.

• It is unclear whether the observed effects can unambiguously be attributed to the
paranormal ability of the remote viewers as opposed to characteristics of the
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